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30 October 1871

Holland, Michigan

A letter of A. C. Van Raalte to Philip Phelps about wanting some of the relief monies to go to
Hope College which "...has at least a claim being a sufferer by the fire indirectly." Money has
come from the Schieffelins: 100 from S. B., 100 from J. L., and 20 from Philip.
Original in the Van Raalte papers, Hope College collection, Joint Archives of Holland, no. 76 in
the George Scholten gift of Van Raalte letters to Philip Phelps.
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76.
Holland Mich
Jot 30 / 71
Revd Dr 1 .Ihelps.
Dear Brother,
It Is difficult as you say to direst:
It seems that the donors give you a right to appropriate alsoo for
Hope College: as least it is clear to me; that the donations intended to sustain the denomination at least the colony and not so
much the state. Revd Bronson or the Methodist denomiirtion seems to
know: not to scatter their denominational gifts. They have already
the money to rebuild o es. it is known here.
Hope College has at least a claim beinl a sufferer by the fire
indirectly.
If by 'Providence the ways are opened so that I can travel and
Cu.. take up my residence in Rotterdam or Amsterdam, not being
obliged to live upon charity then I am obliged to go,thiougb I
am leaving my Lamely behind me.unprovided for. first meeting the minister of the Netherlands.
I wade known your suoLestión to Dr Ledeboer , but he objected
on account of e.penses etc.
If I do go, then it must be'done at once: and must stay
there at least six months.
Please acknowledge in the intelligencer under my name the receipt
for the sufferers from
J.B.Jchieffelin
J.L.Schiefflin
Philip Schieffelin
It is handed over to Schaddelee
Yours truly
A.C. Van Ra lte
14 s By the enclosed you can see Tar. Schieffelin's opinion.

71-10-30

[GS76]

Van Raalte is back in Holland and continues to pursue the topic of having gifts
designated for Hope College.
Holland, Mich.
Oct 30/71
Revd Dr P. Phelps.
Dear Brother,
It is difficult as you say to [be?] direct:' It seems that the
donors give you a right to appropriate alsoo for Hope College: at least it is clear to me;
that the donations intended to sustain the denomination at least the Colonij2 and not so
much the State. Revd Bronson3 or the Methodist denomination seems to know: not to
scatter their denominational gifts. They have already the money to rebuild, as it is known
here.
Hope College has at least a claim being a sufferer by the fire indirectly.

If by Providence the ways are opened so that I can travel and can take up my residence
in Rotterdam or Amsterdam,4 not being obliged to live upon charity then I am obliged to
go, though I am leaving my famely behind me unprovided for, first meeting the minister
of the Netherlands:5
I made known your suggestion to Dr Ledeboer,6 but He objected on account of
expenses etc.
If I do go, then it must be done at once: and I must stay there at least six months?
This comment by Van Raalte that he spoke plainly to Phelps who may have demurred from the suggestion
that donations be designated for Hope College when they may have been intended for Holland relief
2 It is interesting Van Raalte referred to the area yet as the Colony. The city of Holland was incorporated in
1867, a move that Van Raalte disagreed with, so there is a colony no more but an incorporated city and
villages in surrounding townships.
3 W. A. Bronson was the pastor of the local Methodist congregation. It was amazing that so quickly after
the fire that Methodists had contributed enough to the Holland congregation so that it could plan on
rebuilding. The new structure was dedicated 26 April 1873. The Allegan Journal, 26 April 1873, 3. Van
Raalte had a good example why he had taken the position of directing some hinds for Hope College and
possibly local Reformed churches.
4 Van Raalte must have thought that he could raise the most money in these major cities although the
Brummelkamps, good friends and relatives, could have accommodated Min in their home in Kampen. But
living in Kampen without much cause would have forced him to travel a good deal to potential donors.
5 Van Raalte was ever ready to travel if he could find a good reason to do so. He still had four unmarried
children, two sons and two daughters, still at home, the youngest of which, Anna Sophia, was still only
fifteen years of age. Albertus and Christiana..., 167 Van Raalte would have had to collect a goodly
amount in the Netherlands to cover his expenses.
6 As mayor of the city and a member of the Relief Committee, Dr. Bemardus Ledeboer, felt that he had the
right to veto Van Raalte's suggestion to go to the Netherlands at this time.

1

Please acknowledge in the Intelligencer8 under my name the receipt for the sufferers
from
S. B. Schieffelin $100.—
J. L. Schieffelin
$100,-Philip Schieffelin
$20.—
It is handed over to Schaddelee.19
Yours truly
A. C. Van Raalte

A trip to the Netherlands did not materialize.
denominational weekly of the Reformed Church in America.
9 The Schieffelin family of New York City made another generous contribution to a Hope College or
Holland cause. This was the first time that Philip, brother of Samuel and James, is mentioned as a donor to
Hope College. Information on the Schieffelin family was published in Prominent Families of New York,
being an account in biographical form of individuals and families distinguished as representatives of the
social, professional and civic lijè of New York City, M-DCCC-XC-VII (The Historical Company, New
York,[1897]), 496.
I° Kommer Schaddelee was treasurer of the Holland Relief Committee. Van Raalte followed the procedure
of having this money donated for relief purposes in the city and not for Hope College.
7

8 The

76.
Holland Mich
Oct 30/71

Revd Dr P Phelps.
Dear Brother,
It is difficult as you say to direst: It seems that the donors give you a
right to appropriate alsoo for Hope College: as least it is clear to me; that the
donations intended to sustain the denomination at least the colony and not so much
the state. Revd Bronson or the Methodist denomination seems to know: not to
scatter their denominational gifts. They have already the money to rebuild, as it
is known here.
Hope College has at least a claim being a sufferer by the fire indirectly.
If by Providence the ways are opened so that I can travel and can take up my
residence in Rotterdam or Amsterdam, not being obliged to live up charity then I
am obliged to go, though I am leaving my famely behind me unprovided for, first
meeting the minister of the Netherlands.
I made known your suggestion to Dr Ledeboer, but he objected on account of
expenses etc.
If I do go, then it must be done at once: and I must stay there at least
six months
Please acknowledge in the Intelligencer under my name the receipt for the
sufferers from
S. B. Schieffelin

$100.--

J. L Schieffelin

$100.--

Philip Schieffelin

$20.--

It is handed over to Schaddelee
Yours truly
A. C. Van Raalte
P s By the enclosed you can see Mr. Schieffelin's opinion.

